








































































































































We wil l in vo lve teachers, pa rent s, youth workers illld 

those who G,re fo r the young homeless in a 

programme to prevent and pre-empt invo lvement in 

crime and to ensure the effec ti ve rehabilitation o f 

offenders. 

I I I . YOllllg People 

We will prepare a Y outh Se rvice A ct to provide a 

statutory basis fo r deve loping youth work in Ireland. 

11 2. [ lllIal Participation 

711 

We rega rd the work of the Commission for the Sta tus 

o f People with a Disabilit y as fundamenta lly 

important. 

We will take specific action to cnd discriminati on and 

to ensure eq ual opportunit y fo r participation by all 

our people in Irish life. 

o Wh en the Commiss ion has report ed, we will 

introduce a D isabilities Act , to se t out the ri ghts of 

persons wi th a disa bilit y, toge ther with mC;1I1S of 

redress for th ose whose ri gh ts arc denied: 

o In line with thc recommendations of the 

Commission_ wc will pu t in place mechanisms for 

full and equal participation by eve ry citi ze n with a 

disability in every aspect of our economic and 

social life: 



• Wc will int roducc legislation to protcc t pc rsons 

fro III domestic violence 1'1'0 111 whateve r sourc~s. 

inside or olltside of marriClgc: 

• W c arc committed to providing fair compcnsa tion 

for women infected by thc h c p~titi s C virus from 

anti -D immun o-globulin. 

11 3. Towards a Hasic Income for Children 

We will work towards a basic income sys tem for 

children by systcmatic improvcmcnt s in Child Benefit , 

and thc crcation o f a Child Benefit Supplcmcnt 

payable to all soc ial welfare rec ipicnts and to low and 

middle income famili es. 

The Child Benefit Supplement will eliminate somc of 

thc worst povert y and unemployment traps in the tax 

and social welfare systems. 

It wi ll replace Child Dcpcndent Allowances currently 

pa Y:lble to Social Welfare rec ipi ents :ll1d Family 

Incomc Suppicm cnt which is currently payable to very 

low incomc familie s. 

11 4. Maintaining the Social Insurance System 

We arc cOl11millcd to the maintcnance and 

dcvelopmcnt of the social insurance sys tem. Subj ec t to 
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i'l. 

the availabil ity o f resources. the Government wi ll be 

gu ided by the need for ac tion in the foll owing areas: 

• Wc will move tow,lrds an enhanced rat .: for 

disability and unemployment benefits. T he rate of 

disa bility and unemployment benefit will increase 

towards the main rat e recommcnded by the 

Commiss ion on Social Welfare: 

• We will commiss ion thc ES RI to review th e 

minimum adeq uate income rates recommended by 

the Commission on Social Welfare. with a view to 

recommending n(!w r,lt es in the light o f 

improvements in social we lfare and other changes 

since the report of the Commiss ion was published, 

and taking into account changes agreed in thi s 

Programme fo r Government ; 

• The method o f tax ing U nemployment Benefit and 

Dis,lbility Benefit will bl: restructured. in order to 

improve the position o f th ose most adverse ly 

affec ted, th rough a combination o f ge neral inco me 

tax improve ments and specific measures to target 

fa mil ies with children; 

• The further integra tion of the t,lX and social 

we l fare sys tems will continue to be developed in 

the contex t o f th e ongoing work o f the Exp.: rt 

Working group on the Integration of Tax and 

Social Welfare; 

.. ~--------............ --



• We will review the conditions [or part-time and 

seasonal work to ensure that these condit ions 

rdlect changes in work patterns. 

115. Equality PaYlllents 

The Government is committed to payment o[ the 

legall y determined entitlement s o[ married women to 

social we lfare equalit y payments. 

• All payments wi ll be made directly to th e women 

concerned. 

• The (ktail s of se ttlement s reached and payments 

made wi ll be published in summary form. 

• A special unit in the Department of Social 

Wel[are will be set up. to ident i fy women entitl ed 

to such payments and to ca lculat e the amount o f 

each payment. This U nit wi ll adv~rti se in order to 

attrac t applica tions [or payment from eligible 

women . 

• A budge t and tim e scale [or the payments will be 

se t out , ha ving rega rd to budgetary constraints and 

the costs in vo lved. It is int ended to complete thi s 

process within [our yea rs. 

HOUSING 

I Hi. A [undament al task for the ncw Government is to 

ensure that eve ryone is provided with decent 

accom modat ion. 

- ----------------



• Public housing and social housi ng start s wi ll be 

increased to 7,OO() annua lly. T his will also include 

prov ision for t he Plan for Socia l Housing. 

including raising the income limit fo r eligibi lit y in 

soc ial housing scheme .; 

• A programme to complete by I Y91:) the provis ion 

o f toilet and bathroom facilities to the many loca l 

authority houses without such facilities will be put 

in place; 

• A new refurbi shment programme fo r older loca l 

authority housing stock will be introduced; 

• A stallllor ily-based Chart er for Tenant's Rights 

will be cnacted, covering tenure. repair. space 

provision. sanitary services and fire safe ty in the 

private rented sec to r: 

• The Tenant Purchase Scheme wi ll be reformed. to 

make it affordable for local authority tenant s to 

purchase their own homes; 

o We will ex tend tenant pa rti cipa tion schemes in the 

management of their housing es tates: 

All fo rms of social housing ass istance wi ll be 

adm inistered by the local authori ty; 

We will introd uce legislation to abol ish ground 

rents as a specific l ien on residentia l property and 

convert them imo norm al coml1lercial debt. 



11 7. I-tmnclcssllcss 

T he Government will pay particular attention to the 

problem o f homelessness. Wc will endeavour to 

provide a n1l1ge of housing options suitable to the 

needs of those who ,Ire homeless. We will increase the 

funding for the Capital Assistance Scheme for 

vo luntary hodies. and we wil l provide funding for 

vo luntary groups providing outr.::ach services to 

homeless people. 

OJVORCE 

li S. A referendum to remove the Constitutional ban on 

divorce and remarriage, on the basis of irretrievable 

breakdown, will be held during .1 995 . The 

Gove rnment and the Parties wi ll n:commend a Yes 

vote in the Referendum. 

In advance o f the Referendum a comprehensive paper 

will be published indicating the tex t o f the 

amendment proposed by Governmen t, and addressing 

issues such as: 

- the protec t ion of chi ldren; 

- ll1xalion: 

-social wc lrarc; 

- inheritance laws and pension entitl ements. 



A t th l: same time wc wi ll complete th e Skps necessa ry 

to ensure Ihat : 

• all dependent spouses and chi ld ren arc fully 

protected ; 

• the Family M edi;tliun Service is slrengthened and 

expa nded: 

• Ihe Family uurl s are slrenglhened. 

CRIME AND JUSTICE 

11 9. The new Govern menl will press ; th e~d with a 

prugramme of reform uf the Juslice syslem. Specific 

m~asurcs Ihal wil l be included arc: 

71i 

• A Charier for Victims o f Crime which wi ll include 

immediate review o f Ihe Cr imin al Injuries 

Compensaliun syslem and the es tabli shmenl uf a 

Reslituti on Fund 10 which offenders contr ibu te: 

• A fundamenl al refo rm of the Co urt s sys lem. from 

District lO Supreme u urt I ~vc l. and lhe 

modernisa t ion o f the Criminal Justi ce cod.:: 10 lake 

acco unl o f new methods o f information gal hering. 

judicial skills, usc o f video and aud io 'eq uipmcnl , 

e tc. ; 

• The inlroduclion of a .Ju ve nile .Juslice Bill, which 

wi ll strea mline the process of ea rl y intervention 

and exa mine th e police and court procedures tu be 



used when int erviewing juveniles. and will deal 

with th e need fo r suitable custodial faci lit ies fo r 

young offenders. and the invo lvement o f parcnts in 

dealing with orrenders, particul arl y repeat 

offenders; 

o The establishment of a Communit y Drugs T eam, 

which would incorporate co unselling, medica l 

treatment. and rehabilitative support services; 

o The extension of communit y policing with G ardai 

based in community units working in cooperation 

with Gardaf liaison commillees. the loca l 

communit y, and communit y-based pro fess ionals 

and agencies; 

A n exa mination by the Law Reform Commiss ion 

o f k gislation to allow Courts to refuse bail where 

the court conside rs it desirable to do so; 

Examination o f the es tabli shm ent o f a Prison 

Board to manage the day-to-day running of 

prisons and the es tabli shment o f a Paro le Board to 

ensure that prisoners will be discharged from 

prison in an orderl y manner and not on an ad hoc 

basis. The proposed new prison regulati ons shall 

be refe rred to the O'lil Commillee on Legislati on 

and Securit y; 

o G rea ter use o f non-custodial sentences. an 

expansion of the Juvenile Liaison Services. and the 
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ending of imprisonmcnt where practicab le for civil 

deht and inability 10 pay fin es; 

o Th e Garda Commissioncr to become the 

Accounting Offi ce r fur the Ga rda Vo te and to be 

accountable for this expenditure to the Public 

Accounts Committ ee. 

OUI~ CULTUI~AL LIFE 

120. An Ghacilgc 

i s 

Is cuid hi rnach de shaol agus de chu ltur na hEirea nn f 

:In G haeilge, a bh; mar thea nga L1huchais ag furmhor 

{i r nluinlirc <"In uas go elli t1n cead seo ca ile. 

T he Irish language has an integra l and crea ti ve ro le to 

play in defining I ri sh identity. We accept that the 

State must play a lead ing role in ex panding the degree 

o f bi lingualism in I ri sh society and. in parti cular. in 

achicving greater usage u f Irish. 

Ma t:i thar chun usaid na Gaeilge a leathn il. n; mor go 

mbrathfadh an poba l go gcuirf; f,i ilte roimh aon 

saor:inach a bheaclh " g ia rraidh gno a dhca namh leis 

an SIatch6ras trf mhc,i n na Gc)ci igc. 

We wi ll continue to improve the ava ilability o f State 

se rvices through Irish and bilingually. generally and 

especially for the peuple of the Gac lt acht. A list o f 



se rvices which will be provided through Irish or 

bilingua ll y by the State will be: drawn up by a ll 
Departments annuall y. 

Bord na Gaeilge will continue with it s programmes of 
ac tion for these purposes, to be implemented by 
Gove rnment Departm ents and public sector agencies. 

We will se t up a Commiss ion to revi ew th e work and 
effectiveness of Iri sh Language Organisat ions. 

Th e stalling of An Gum will be reviewed by th e 
Management Services Unit of the Department o f 
Fin ance, and their Re port will form the basis on 
which An G um will transfer to the Department of 

Arts. C ulture anu the GacJ tachl. 

121. An Ghacllachl 

Is sa G haeltacht is m6 a labhartar an G haeilge ma r 
ghn '\ th -the'lIlga phobail agus cn ithfenr iarrncht ai 3r 
ieith a dhcanamh chun i a chaomitnll agus a fh orbairt. 

The linguisti c, cultural. socinl , phys iC<ll and economic 
deve lopment o f the Gae lt acht will be int en -ified. 
particula rl y with the aid o f EU Structural Funds. 

122. The A rls 

T he momentum achieved in the cultural sector over 

the past two yea rs will be con tinued. It is now 
accepted that suppo rt and e ncouragement for the 

---
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cont emporary art s and the protecti on of our natural 

and built heritage arc ce ntral issues of social and 

economic significa nce. 

The Three Yea r Plan 1995- 1997 prepa red in 

consult ation be twee n the A rt s Council and the Dept 

of A rt s, Culture and the Gae lt acht wi ll be th e basis 

for Cl programm e of aC lion. 

Legislation to prov ide for a bui lding development 

programme for the Na tional Museum at Collins 

Barracks over an eight year per iod will be introduced. 

Wc wi ll intensify efforts to ob tain EU funding for the 

arts. with part icu lar rde r~ nce to A rt ic le 128 on 

Culture in the Maastri cht Tr~a t y. 

Loca l authoriti es will be encouraged to spend a 

percentage o f their budge ts fo r cap ital proj ects on 

arti sti c cmbellishment. A n art s dimension will be 

incorporated int o every Gove rnment building project. 

Funding of th e art s by loca l auth orit ies wi ll be on a 

planned basis. L ocal authoriti es have already been 

requested to produce a cultural deve lopment plan. 

These plans will guide prior ities fur arts funding for a 

number of years. Each loca l authorit y will be 

encouraged to appoint an A rt s Officer wit h requisit e 

stall urgan ised in an Art s D epartment. 



Arts will be part o f overa ll job crea tion strat cgy. 

Particul ar all cntion will bc given to the introduction 

of ta x and other incenti ves in o rder to expand 

cmployment in the music industry. Policy on the 

deve lopmcnt o f the cu ltural industri es will be the 

responsibilit y of the Minister for Art s. Culturc and 

thc Gaeltacht. 

12."\ . Our Heritage 

We wi ll improvc the protec tion for listed buildings 

including placing the sys tem o f listed buildings on a 
statutory basis and introducing incentives for proper 

upk eep and maintenance. 

We will continue work on a full national ;lLIdit o f 

archaeologica l sit es. We will undertake a full nationa l 

archit ectural audit. Considerati on will be given to the 

es tablishment of an Inland Wat erwa ys Authori ty 

wh ich would have responsibilit y for effective North 

So uth arra ngement s for the managemen t of all 

navigable waterways in the island. We will proceed 

with the Lilley V;lIlcy National Park . W e wi ll 

complete the Cultural Q uart cr in Duhlin ·s T emple 

Bar. 

124. Ollkc .. r Puhlic Works 

The Orrice of Public Works will be res truclLlrcd on a 

phascd basis. This will involve the separation o f its 

principal functi ons ancl the rcass ignment of 
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responsibility for these functions to appropriat e 

departmen ts, i.c. T he Department of Finance. the 

D epa rtment of Agriculture and the D epa rtment o f 

Art s, Culture and the Gaeltacht. 

All the statutory powcrs o f both policy and 

impl ementation of thc Minister for Finance relating to 

heritage and cu ltural institutions (ot her than powe rs 

of a fi scal nature) will be transfcrred to the Minister 

for Arts, Culture and the Gacltacht. 

Amendmcnt to the Heritage Council Bill 1994 will be 

includcd at Committec Stage: 

o stating that the pol icy functi ons o f the 

Commissioners o f Public W orks under legislation 

relating to the heritage, shall be performcd by 

thcm subject to the general dircctions in writing of 

the Minister for Arts , Culture and th e Gae ltacht ; 

o enabling the Minister to se t prioriti es and targe ts 
for the Commiss ioners; and 

o requiring the Commiss ioners to provide relevant 

information: 

o enabling thc H erit age Council to own land and 

buildi ngs. 

125. Intcrprctati,'c Ccntrcs 

Thc future o f thc proposed Interprctative Centres at 

Mu ll aghmore. Lugga la and thc 130ync Valley will be a 

matter for decision by the incom ing Govcrnmcnt. 



126. The Film Industry 

Wc will continuc to promotc thc devclopmcnt o f the 

Film Industry in Ircland . Fi lm-making has a high 

employment content and has had cnormous 

downstream benefits for the Arts gencrall y in I re land. 

• Funding for An Bord Scan1l<linr rhe Irish Fi lm 

Board will cont inue as agreed in the National 

Plan ; 

• A Screen Commiss ion will be es tabli shed so as to 

maximize Ireland's attrac tivcness as a loca tion for 

fi Im; 

• Resourccs will also be providcd for Fi lm Training 

and the developmcnt of fully accredit cd courscs in 

Film at Third Level; 

GI The (kvc lopmcnt of a computcriscd archive 

sys tcm for film and for thc National Library, 

propcr ly ca talogued and indcxed will bc 

cncouraged. 

127. llrua(kasting 

We will publish a Grccn Paper on Broadcasting ea rl y 

in 1995. This G rcen Paper will address all 

Bruadcasting issucs including Transmission 

Rcq uirements, Telcvision Programming St ruct urcs. 

COIl11l1crcial Local Radio. C01l1 munity Radio and 

Tclcvision, and Educational Serviccs. 



Subject to the resolution of current lega l proceedings. 

the Government wi ll seek to allow competition 

be twee n communit y television deflec tion systems and 

existing MMDS franchi se holders. This will be 

faci litated by new technological developments and will 

be in compliance with prope r frequency nwn<Jgement 

and int ernati onal obligations. 

128. Tcilifis na Gacilgc 

G laca imfd le is an ri achtanas ala an n chun se irbhfs 

theiliffse trf G haeilge a bhun ll do phobal na Gaeilge 

agus na Gaeltacht a. 

We are committed to the es tablishment of Teiliffs na 

Gaei lge as a third channel with limit ed broadcasting 

hours. 

The ncw channel could also be used for other public 

se rvice programming purposes which C<1n not be 

adequately catered for on th e ex isting channcls -

distancc ed ucation , fo reign language matcri aL and 

O ircachlils cove ra ge. 

ABORTION INFORMATION 

129. In conformit y with the people's decision in the 

Referendum in November 1992. the Government will 

bring in Icg isl<1t ion on abortion informati on as soon as 



poss ible. In tanciem with the enactment of thi s 

legislation, the Gove rnment will put in plact! resc:arch. 

eci ucat ion and counselling with the objecti ve of 

min imising the circumstances in which such high 

numbers o f women seek to have abort ions. 

The Government wi ll continue work on the complex 

ethi ca l, leg,ll and medical problems o f the substanti ve 

issue rai sed by the " X" case. 

I{EVIEW 

130. This compre hensive Programme will be reviewed on 

an mlllua l basis by. the pa rti cipa ting Parties wi th in the 

Gove rnment. so as to ensure a ba lanced ancJ 

progressive implementation of i ts provis ions. A 

Steer ing Committ ee will be es tablished by the Partics 

to monito r and report on progress. 
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78. We will continue to press ror the development or a 

Union industrial policy that ca n control State aids in 

the richer central regions or the U nion as a vita l 

aspect o f regional deve lopment policy. Our ai m is to 

bring j obs to people in Ireland rather than having 

Irish people migra ting to j obs at the centre. 

71). Ireland is a party to th e Social Policy Agreement 

aimcd at imple mentation or the Socia l Clw rt er . and 

we fully support its aim o f providing employment , 

while prugressive ly improving the conditions of those 

at work and the ri ghts of all Europea n citizens. The 

Social Charter must become it rea lit y. It will 

contribute to a st rengthening and broadening or thc 

EU eq uality inw, which has bee n a va luable 

instrument in the struggle by Irish women for equal 

trea tment in all spheres of li re. 

80. Wc will continue to prom ote int crnati onal co­

operation in fa vour of ecologica ll y sustainable 

development. 

8 1. I)cacc and Co-upcralion 

A White Paper on Foreign Policy will spell out the 

principles that underpin Ireland 's commitment to 

peace. securit y. and co-ope ration. It will also be a 

cent ral purpose or the White Paper to encourage 

debate about all aspects o f policy. mure transparency 

·Ii 


	FG-Lab-DL pfg 01
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 02
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 03
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 04
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 05
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 06
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 07
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 08
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 09
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 10
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 11
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 12
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 13
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 14
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 15
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 16
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 17
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 18
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 19
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 20
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 21
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 22
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 23
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 24
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 25
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 26
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 27
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 28
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 29
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 30
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 31
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 32
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 33
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 34
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 35
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 36
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 37
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 38
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 39
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 40
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 41
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 42
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 43
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 44
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 45
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 46
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 001
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 002
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 003
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 004
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 005
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 006
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 007
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 008
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 009
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 010
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 011
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 012
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 013
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 014
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 015
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 016
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 017
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 018
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 019
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 020
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 021
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 022
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 023
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 024
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 025
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 026
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 027
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 028
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 029
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 030
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 031
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 032
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 033
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 034
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 035
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 036
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 037
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47 038
	FG-Lab-DL pfg 47

