








house design, Labour built instead the high quali­
ty council houses which highlighted our 1982-87
term in office.

Labour wants an all-party agreement on a
Structural Guarantee Scheme for all purchased

council houses.

Putting Justice into the
Economy: Government
Structures and Jobs
The task of putting justice into the economy,
which is spelled out here, must be complemented
by a new sense of urgency at Government level. It
is no longer enough for a monthly Government
statement accompanying the Live Register figures,
or for occasional announcements of packages of
cosmetic measures, to substitute for Government
action.

Steady progress towards the goals in this docu­
ment require a total effort.

We are calling for the creation of a new
Department of Enterprise and Employment. It

would have responsibility for all the action
aspects of industrial policy, including planning,
the development of new plans for indigenous
industry, energy policy, and for implementation
of the labour market measures outlined here.

The regulatory aspects of business and industry
(including the monitoring of EC funds allocated to

industries such as the food industry), and respon­
sibility for industrial relations and protective legis­
lation, would also be vested in the Department of
Enterprise and Employment.

In addition, the Department would be charged
with the promotion of consensus in industry (at
national level and on the shop floor), with the
development of competition in every sector of

enterprise, and with consumers' rights.

This new Department will be ordered to work
closely with the Departments of Food and Marine,

in drawing up the most comprehensive plan ever

seen in Ireland for the development of our natural

resources, underpiqned by, and reconciled with, a
total commitment to conservation and the environ­
ment. The potential contribution of the food, fish­
eries, and energy sectors has never been fully
tapped.

Secondly, we are seeking the creation of a spe­
cialist Department of Trade. The main responsi­

bility of this Department would be selling Irish
goods abroad.

We want a radical new focus. Instead of marketing
alone, structures and incentives need to be put in
place to ensure that there are more Irish sales­
menin the field to increase the export sales of Irish
goods in all world markets.

While the promotion and marketing of Irish goods
in export markets has been an appropriate empha­
sis in Irish trade policy over the years, there are

insufficient numbers of highly-motivated, lan­
guage-trained, hands-on salesmen in export mar­
kets selling Irish goods and services. The new

focus and priority of this policy, backed up by top­
level political support, must be to overcome this
deficiency.

These two new Departments would replace the

existing Departments of Industry and Commerce,
Labour, and Energy. A re-<>rientation of the struc­
tures of Government would give a much needed

impetus and concentration to the task of promot­
ing and developing the sort of economic drive we
need.

The Ministers responsible for those Departments

would carry ultimate accountability for the suc­
cessful development and implementation of policy
- a situation that is totally lacking now.

Such a re-orientation would also provide a real

focus for broadening the social partnership model
which is now in place. It is integral to all our pro­
posals that unions, employers, farmers, women,
and the unemployed should have a real say, as of

right, in the future development of the economy,
globally and in the workpJace.
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Appendix

FINANCIAL PARAMETERS OF LABOUR'S PROGRAMME

CAPITAL CURRENT EBR GNP EBR AS % OF GNP
BoRROWING BUDGET
(EXCHEQUER) (DEFICIT)

Em. Em. Em. Em. %

1992 254 360 614 25,757 2.4

1993 454 520 974 26,572 3.7

1994 400 375 775 28,432 2.6

1995 400 225 625 30,564 2.1

Inflation is projected to be 2% in 1993, 2.5% in 1994 and 3.5% in 1995.

1. The programme involves an increase in Exchequer borrowing for capital purposes of
£200 million in 1993 (including equity capital for state enterprises).

2. The EBR will rise to £974 million in 1993 because economic growth will remain weak due
to high interest rates until mid 1993, though will be higher than the 1% projected growth
without any stimulus.

3. A fall in German interest rates of 2% is forecast to take place in the second half of 1993
(which is a conservative view) leading to an additional increase in economic growth of
1.25%-1.5% per annum in each subsequent year.

4. It is assumed that the deflationary budgetary stance in economies other than Italy and
Germany will be reversed in 1994 and that the favourable trading conditions will result in
strong economic growth with lower interest rates.

5. The current budget deficit increases in 1993 because of existing commitments and higher
unemployment arising from returned emigrants reducing the impact of labour market
measures, and falls in subsequent years to yield a small surplus in 1996.

6. The recovery in the u.K. economy in 1994 halts the increase in unemployment and begins
to fall in 1995.

7. The EBR falls back to 2.1 % of GNP in 1995, which is a conservative estimate, as the cur­
rent deficit benefits from a £100 million reduction per annum in 1994 and 1995 from the
2% reduction in German interest rates.

8. The Debt/GDP ratio as defined in the Maastricht Treaty does not increase in 1993 and
falls in 1994 and 1995.
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